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the Musandam Peninsula are a geog-
rapher’s dream — zig-zagging lime-
stone rock strata and fossil beds 
streak across the Hajar mountains 
and narrow inlets and desert fjords 
cut dramatically into the coastline.

U n s u r p r i s i n g l y,  t h e  o t h e r -
 worldliness of  the Hajar mountains 
draws a steady flow of  adrenaline 
junkies, who f lock to the rugged 
peaks for 4x4 touring. Precariously 
steep roads hug tight mountain cor-
ners and a day’s stunning views are 
wor th  the  dusty,  bumpy r ide. 
Archaeological appetites can be sati-
ated too — Tawi village, near Khasab, 
is home to ancient rock carvings.

FANTASTIC FJORDS
CHARTERING a traditional fishing 
boat, a dhow, for the day is the perfect 
way to take in the “Norway of  
Arabia” (khasabtours.com, about  
£35 per person). On the second day 
of  our holiday my family and I climb 
aboard on a perfect, cloudless morn-
ing. The deck is strewn with pillows 
and Persian rugs and baskets of  
snorkelling gear. Our guide, Barkat, 
is a typical Omani — smiling, poised 

and delighted to share his country 
with foreigners. 

Carving through the choppy waters 
on the way into Ash Sham fjord, we 
are overtaken by a speed boat 
 carrying a trio of  young Omanis, 
their traditional white kandoora 
robes f lying in the wind. A pod of  
40 bottlenose and humpback dolphins 
playfully swim up to us, catching a 
ride on the dhow’s wake. You can 
also spot sharks, turtles, manta rays 
and fishing cormorants in the 
 sheltered waters. 

Tucked miles up the fjord and at 
the foot of  soaring cliffs are tiny vil-
lages that time forgot, the odd elec-
tricity line or water tank the only 
signs of  any kind of  modern living.  
The silence is broken only by an 
echoing prayer call drifting from the 
solitary beachfront mosque.

ROUND THE BEND
IT IS here, on a tiny island in a remote 
corner of  Arabia, that Queen Victoria 
placed a telegraph repeater station, 
operational until 1868. Legend has it 
that heat, thirst and suffocating isola-
tion drove telegraph operators mad.

The outpost could be only reached by 
going left up the Gulf  from the Indian 
Ocean and then left again into the 
fjord, and so the expression “going 
round the bend” was born. 

Rainbow shoals of  angel, butterfly 
and parrot fish dart about as we 
snorkel around the island. It’s a lazy 
afternoon and freshly barbecued 
tuna, chicken curry, salad, fresh 
fruits, dates and cardamom coffee 
put paid to any brisk afternoon 
swims. We see only one other dhow 
during the whole day and the silence 
is immense. 

The future is creeping up on the 
Musandam, but for now it offers an 

idyllic foray into a forgotten world, 
an insight into old Omani life and a 
trip back in time. Going round the 
bend is pure, peaceful bliss — you’d 
be mad to miss it.

TRAVEL FACTS
BA operates one daily fl ight to Muscat 
from Heathrow, prices from £258 plus 
tax, ba.com (300 miles from 
Musandam). BA operates three daily 
fl ights to Dubai from Heathrow, prices 
from £190 plus tax, ba.com (100 miles 
from Musandam). Hiring cars in the 
UAE and Oman is good value and 
petrol is very cheap. Avis operates 
across Oman and the UAE, avis.com

     

Mexican adventure
ESCAPE the dreary British winter 

with TrekAmerica’s two-week trip 
to Mexico, which provides a mix of 
ancient Mayan culture, steamy 
jungles, mystical highlands and 
pristine beaches. You can explore 
the historic sights of Palenque and 
Chichen Itza, visit villages outside 
San Cristobal de las Casas and 
spend three days enjoying the 
adrenaline-fuelled activities on 
offer at Playa del Carmen. 
With a special price of £640 per 
person, it will cost you £50 per day 
(fl ights not included).
trekamerica.co.uk,
0845 330 6095

Shop in Stockholm
GET into the Christmas spirit 

with Sunvil Discovery’s trip to 
Stockholm, where candles light up 
every cosy bar and restaurant — 
and you can stock up on seasonal 
treats at the Christmas markets. 
Snap up Swedish handicrafts and 
traditional foods at Gröna Lund 
before checking out the old town 
market for mulled wine and 
smoked sausage. Prices start from 
£614pp (two sharing) including 
return fl ights, three nights’ B&B 
and a Stockholm pass, offering 
free travel on public transport and 
entry to local attractions.
sunvil.co.uk, 020 8758 4722

Holiday auction
VISITORS to holiday rental 

company Belvilla’s website can bid 
on a one-week holiday in a property 
in the Domaine Les Albères — a 
seaside resort with a lovely beach 
and coastline. The highest bid at 
the end of this month will win the 
holiday — as well as a second week 
for free. The entire amount raised 
will be donated to the Pink Ribbon 
Foundation, in aid of breast cancer 
research. Belvilla has more than 
50 “pink properties” and for each 
booking made for a pink house this 
month, the company will donate 
10 per cent to the foundation.
belvilla.co.uk

White Christmas
SPEND Christmas in the snow 

with a week in Brides-les-Bains,
an authentic French village near 
Meribel, departing on 
20 December. Stay at Hotel les 
Chalets in Les Trois Vallées. This 
bright, pretty hotel is newly 
refurbished, with steam room, 
sauna and whirlpool to soothe 
those aching après ski limbs. The 
holiday includes seven nights’ 
accommodation, return fl ights 
from Gatwick to Chambery, 
transfers, breakfast and dinner 
daily for £647pp.
speedbreaks.co.uk,
0800 612 2202
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The outpost could be only reached by idyllic foray into a forgotten world, 

Hidden gem: Daisy, near left, 
and family take a trip on a 

dhow, below, to explore the 
Musandam’s lunar landscape 


