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Trends

now your t-shirt comes to life

LADIES, IT’S

thanks to lady Gaga, 
rubber is the fabric to 
wear — and now you 
can even buy it on 
the high street, says 
Jasmine Gardner 

L
et’s play word association.  
If I say: “latex”, what would 
you say? “Fetish” or “s&M”?

Wrong answer. try: 
“couture” or even 

“topshop”, because now there’s 
nothing seedy about latex and, in fact, 
thanks to a slew of celebrities such as 
models Heidi Klum and Kelly Brook, 
singer Katherine Jenkins and Pussycat 
Doll Nicole scherzinger deciding to 
swaddle themselves in the rubber 
stuff and a host of designers sending 
latex down the catwalks, it is suddenly 
the latest celebrity trend — and has 
even hit the high street, thanks to 
topshop, which has included five 
latex items in its high fashion 
“Unique” line. (there’s a pencil skirt 
and leggings, each £130; cycling 
shorts, £110; a bandeau top, £80, and 
hair bobbles, £3 — in case you fancy 
adding rubber to your wardrobe.) 

“We were interested in using rubber 
as it’s an unusual and specialist fabric 
which requires the designer to think 
more carefully about the shape of the 
garment and its body-con properties,” 
says Karen Bonsor, head of design at 
topshop. 

spearheading the fad, perhaps 
unsurprisingly, is Lady Gaga, who 
comes to London this Friday to play at 
the O2 (in case you want a chance of 
seeing her rubber outfits in their full 
glory). Gaga has gone completely, 
well, gaga for latex, sporting three 
latex looks in recent months. she even 
wore a scarlet latex gown to meet the 
Queen at the end of last year. 

 “We have dressed quite a few 
celebrities this year, including some 
new people,” says the master of latex, 
London-based Japanese designer 
Atsuko Kudo, who specialises in 
couture latex and is responsible for 
many of the designs seen on the red 
carpet including Lady Gaga’s dresses, 
as well as those worn by Kelly Brook. 

“Lady Gaga has definitely helped 
raise interest in the fabric,” she says. 
“We’d been getting constantly busier 
over the last year or so but right now 
it’s really hectic.” 

Recently, Kudo has also collaborated 
with John Rocha and Juliana Jabour to 

create the latex leggings that they 
each showcased as part of their 
spring/summer 2010 collections. 
“Latex is a great fashion statement,” 
says Rocha, “but it’s also wonderful to 
wear as it is sensual and flexible. It fits 
the body and at the same time creates 
a strong silhouette.”

It was Lady Gaga’s forays into the 
fabric that prompted latex designer 
Kim West to get back into the business 
after a 15-year hiatus. “I was watching 
a Lady Gaga video and saw her 
wearing rubber and said ‘I used to 
make rubber clothes’. Now I’ve  
gone back to it and I have a whole  
new collection.” 

West’s new range couldn’t be further 
from fetish. It includes fitted dresses, 
loose camisoles and now, even a 
bridal range (and no, not just the 
undergarments but entire gowns 
made of rubber). “I don’t approach 
latex from a fetish point of view,” West 
says. “to me it’s just another fabric 
and it doesn’t have to be skin tight or 
even shiny.” 

Just one thing, though. If you’re 
going to follow the celebs and adopt 
the trend for latex you’ll still need to 
invest in some talcum powder or a bit 
of Pjur “intimate lubricant” to get the 
outfits on. so, let’s try it again. I say 
“latex” and you say…

Latex line-up: 
clockwise,  

from top left: 
Topshop’s 

Unique 
collection;  

model Kelly 
Brook, singer 

Katherine 
Jenkins, model 

Heidi Klum, a 
wedding dress 

by designer 
Kim West from 

£1,800, and 
Lady Gaga 

meeting  
the Queen

At FIRst glance they may look like ordi-
nary t-shirts — but this could be the 
future of hi-tech fashion. Unveiled last 
night at a special London Fashion Week 
show, the shirts have a small symbol 
printed on the clothes like a barcode. 
Look at them through a webcam or 
mobile phone and they come to life 
through Augmented Reality — AR. 

Video, graphics and text can all appear 
and wearers will even be given virtual 
headwear. Designs can be updated and 
even programmed so that wearers see a 
different outfit each time they look.

the shirts are the brainchild of hip label 
Cassette Playa, whose cartoon-patterned 
clothes have been worn by Kanye West, 
Rihanna, Lily Allen and Hot Chip.

“Cassette Playa is all about mixing real-

ity and fantasy,” says Carri Munden, who 
designed the collection in collaboration 
with the Fashion Digital studio based at 
the London College of Fashion. 

Major brands are already embracing 
AR. Adidas recently launched trainers 
with AR embedded into their tongues, 
giving wearers the chance to access inter-
active games via the Adidas website that 
use the shoe as a games controller. 

More practical applications of AR may 
include a clothes labelling system so that 
the digital overlay acts as a label, giving 
information on the garment’s produc-
tion, washing instructions, colours and 
sizes available, links to celebrities pic-
tured in the garment, and so on.

the technology has enjoyed success in 
mobile-phone applications such as 

TECH KNOW
sony’s Cybershot tX5 is perfect for ski 
trips, as it’s waterproof and can handle 
sub-zero temperatures. The 10.2 
megapixel sensor is also superb in low 
light, making this the ultimate slope 
snapper. Price TBC, www.sonystyle.co.uk

Brilliantly retro, the Fatman Wi tube is 
one of the most unusual, and best-
sounding, iPod speaker systems you’ll 
find. The valve tube gives it an incredibly 
rich, detailed sound, and it looks 
amazing. £399, www.fat-man.co.uk

Layar, which superimposes information 
about the architectural history of the 
building you’re looking at, for instance.

For London Fashion Week, AR is just 
one of a host of hi-tech innovations. 
tomorrow evening even sees the first 3D 
catwalk show, with Burberry allowing 
viewers to have “front-row views” to the 
live show when it is held tomorrow. 

the heritage fashion house will be the 
first to use Avatar-style technology to 
display its fashion collection and viewers 
in tokyo, Paris, New York, Dubai and LA 
will need to wear special glasses to view 
the shows in custom-designed spaces.

In another industry first, every London 
Fashion Week show will be streamed live 
online as part of the digital line-up.

 daisy dumasGet shirty: designer Carri Munden

‘It’s sensual 
and flexible. 
It fits the 
body and  
at the same 
time creates 
a strong 
silhouette’
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